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present a serious problem, especlally when
such locks have to be fitted to the steering
of old vehicles. Could the Minister give
us some indicatlon of the cost of fitting
such a steering lock? I quote as an
example old farm utilities which have to
be licensed but which are rarely driven
into the town.

The Hon. J. Dolan: Continuous investi-
gations are being made.

The Hon. 8. T. J. THOMPSON: The

statement which appeared in the Press
made 1t quite clear that such locks would
be fitted to all vehicles. This, of course,
brings me bhack to the remark made by
Mr. Berry on publicity. I consider that
many remarks made are over-publicised in
the Press and we do not gain the correct
impression from them. I believe that in
several instances the newspapers are ren-
dering o great disservice to the community.
Mr. Berry quoted an example a while ago
in regard to a statement made about
Carnarvon,
. I would also point out that I have a
daughter in Rabaul, New Guinea. At the
height of the riots in that town we were
very concerned, because my daughter was
living in an area which was right in the
thick of the scene of the rjots. How-
ever, she sent us a wire which we received
on the same night we were watching
reports of the riots on the TV news. From
her telegram we realised that Press and
TV reports on the riots had been over-
exaggerated. ‘Therefore, in my opinion,
such publicity does a lot of harm in the
community.

I believe greater control should be
exercised over the release of reports on
such matters. I do not think I have
missed anything I wanted to say during
this debate, and with those few remarks
I have much pleasure in supporting the
motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-Reply which was so ably moved by Miss
Lyla Elliott.

. Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. J. Delan (Minister for Police).

House adjourned at 9.05 p.m.

- Legislative Asspmhly

Wednesday, the 4th August, 1971

The SPEAKER (Mr. Toms) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

LIQUOR
Sale of Low Alcohol Beverages: Petition

SIR DAVID BEAND (Greencugh—Leader
of the Opposition) [4.32 pm.). T have a
petition for presentation to the House
from the Women's Christian Temperance
Union of W.A., and it reads—

To the Honourable the Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly

[ASSEMBLY.]

of the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia.

We the undersigned petitioners ex-
press our concern that beverages of
low alcohol content are being put on
sale in stores and milk bars in W.A.

Makers of beverages containing
Alcohol are pressing hard to win new
markets. They are explolting a law
which permits beverages with less
than 2% alcohol content to be sold
in milk bars and stores. The legal
limit is used to its furthest point be-
cause Shandy drinks contains 1.99%
alcohol.

Your petitioners therefore pray that
your House will take this petition into
consideration and take whatever action
is needed to restrict the sale of the
said beverages as to licensed premises.

I have placed my neme on the top of the
petition which contains nine signatures
and I have certified that it is in accordance
with the Standing Orders. I ask that the
petition be tabled.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition
be brought to the Table of the House.

QUESTIONS (47) : ON NOTICE
1. BUILDING BLOCKS
Guilderton
Mr. HARMAN, to the Minister for
Lands:

(1) When was the last sale of lots at
Guilderton?

(2) How many lots were—
(a) offered;
(b) sold?
(3) What prices were obtained—
(a) maximum;
(b) minimum;
(e} average?
Mr. DAVIES (for Mr. H. D. Evans)

replied:
(1} 24th February, 1968,
(2) (a) 50.
(b) 45.
(3) Ca) $2,350,
(b) $800.
(c) $1,151.
2. WATER SUPPLIES

Thompson’s Brook Dam

Mr. REID, to the Minister for Water

Supplies:

(1) When will construction commence
on the Thompson's Brook damsite
near Donnybrook?

(2) If no date is known, what
priority does this work command?

Mr, JAMIESON replied:

{1) and (2) A proposal to construct
a dam in the Thompson Brook
area was onhe of elght projects
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submitted last year for consider-
ation by the Commonwealth for
inclusion in the $100 million water
resources development programme.
From all the proposals submitted
by the States, the Commonwealth
is to select schemes for more de-
tailed studies. To date, no decis-
ion on the application for the
Thompson Brook dam has been
made by the Commonwealth.

“INDIAN PACIFIC” RAILWAY
SERVICE

Western Australian Wines: Promotion

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister for

Rajlways:

(1) As our Western Australian wines
are gaining world prominence
and when available are much ap-
preciated by tourists, why can-
not they be advertised by name
and by origin on the wine list on
the Indian Pacific train?

(2) Realising that only a limited
amount of wines can be carried
on Indian Pacific, could not the
ordering of those wines be appor-
tioned equally to the States
through which the train travels?

(3) In the Interests of the Western
Australian wine industry, would he
endeavour to promote the sug-
gestions contained in (1) and (2)
with his counterparts in the
States concerned?

Mr. BERTRAM replied:

(1) and (2> When wine lists were ar-
ranged it was decided that the
t¥vpe of wines only would be shown
and not named brands.

This allows for brands to be
varied either by choice or by cir-
cumstances without reprinting
lists.

Western Australlan wines have
proportionate representation with
wines supplied by other States.
There are thirteen variations of
table wines (“Still” and “spark-
ling”) and as four railway systems
are concerned this State’s products
are at present represented by: Red
Burgundy, White Burgundy, and
Sauterne.

(3> Yes.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
RATING

Urban Land

Mr. R. L. YOUNG, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Local
Government:
Does the Government intend to
take any action to implement
Labor policy that local authority
rating on urban land be assessed

on the unimproved capital value
of the land and not on annual
rental value?

Mr. BERTRAM replied:
Not at present.

This question was posiponed.

QUAGAMIRUP BROOK
BRIDGE

Construction
Mr. REID, to the Minister for Works:

(1) Who is constructing the bridge
over the Quagamirup Brook eight
miles from Bridgetown on the
Brockman Highway?

(2} What_ is estimated cost of the
bridge?

{3) What are the commencement and
completion dates?

{4) How many men are working on
the project?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) 8. M. Newton & Son under con-
tract to the Main Roads Depart-
ment,

{(2) $15,600.

(3) The construction of the bridge
was commenced early in April this
year and under the contract was
due for completion by 11th June,
1971. However, an extension of
time for completion to 3rd Sep-
tember, 1971, has been granted.

(4) Two.

ROCKINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL
Construction

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Education:

Relating to the new Rockingham

High Sechool—

(1) When will the bulldings he
ready for occupation by the
staff and students?

(2) When is it intendec to trans-
fer the present school from
Kwinana?

(3) Is it anticipated stage II of
the building programme will
be ready for second year
students in February, 19727

(4) To what extent has the con-
tract for playing grounds
been completed?

(5) If the grassing of the oval,
etc.,, has not been completed,
will this be carried out dur-
ing August?

(6) If not, when?
Mr, J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1) Approximately the end of
October.
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(2) No decision has yet been made
as to the timing of the trans-
fer,

The specified completion date
is for the opening of the 1972
school year and at this stage
it 1s anticipated that this will
be achieved.

At this stage overall ground
development is about 75 per
cent complete.

No.

It is anticipated that this will
be carried out in October.

CROSSWALK
Albany Highway, Kelmscoit

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Police:

(1) Will he approve a fully lighted
and sign-posted pedestrian cross-
walk across Albany Highway in
the Kelmscott shopping area?

If not, why not?

Should s decision have not been
made on my application and re-
quest for this crosswalk, when
can this be expected?

MAY replied:

No. The application for this
crosswalk was referred to the
Commissioner of Main Roads who
does not recommend a crosswalk.
Experience has shown that gener-
ally safety at pedestrian crossings
is dependent on sustained volumes
of wehicles and pedestrians. In-
formation gathered by the local
authority shows that necessary
volumes have not been aitained.

When the established warrant for
such a facility is met.

(3)

(4

{5
(6

2)
3)

Mr.
1)

2)

(3}

PRIMARY CLUSTER
SCHOOLS

Canteen Plan

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is the departmental eanteen plan

avallable for oprimary cluster
schools?

(2) If “Yes” will he let me have a
copy?

(3 If "No" when is the plan

expected to be finalised?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

{1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) A preliminary bplan has been
prepared by the Public Works
Department, and, following dis-
cussion and approval, working
drawings will be prepared. It is
anticipated that detailed plans
should be avallable in about elght
veeks.

10.

11.

12.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
Court Service: Travelling Allowance
Mr. FLETCHER, to the Attorney
General:

(1) Is he aware that women Justices
carrying out duties on the Perth
relief court recetve $1 per day for
fares?

Does this apply in respect of Fre-
mantle?

In view of the fact that those on
limited income have to pay bus
fares, and in at least one inst-
ance a taxi fare, will he ensure
that Perth and Fremantle women
Justices of the Peace are treated
alike in this respect?

BERTRAM replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

(3) Answered by (1) and (2),

HOUSING
Natives: Standard and Rentol

Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for

Housing:

(1) For what category of provision for
housing for natives, le., primary
transitional, standard transitional
or conventional, is the State Hous-
ing Commission now responsible?
Has there been any alteration of
the requisite soclal standards
hitherto insisted on by the Com-
mission for conventional housing?
What will be the scale of rental
to be charged to natives under the
new housing policy?

. MAY (for Mr. Taylor) replied:
to (3) Transfer of functional re-
sponsibility for housing to State
Housing Commission is currently
being organised. In the mean-
time, past policies of the State
Housing Commission and the
Native Welfare Department are
being continued.

EDUCATION
Non-Government Schools: State Aid

Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) What scale of assistance is now
given to non-government schools?
(2) From what date did this apbly:

(3) What was the estimated value ot
this assistance in—

(a) 1969-70;
(b} 1970-71;
(¢) 1971-72?

Mr, J, T. TONKIN replied:

(1) (a) Payment of interest charges
on capltal borrowed for the
building of residential accom-
modation.

(2)

(&))

Mr.

(2)

)

1)
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(h) A subsldy of 25% of the total
cost of swimming pools. The
maximum subsidy payable is
$2.,000.

(¢) Administrative and general
equipment including writing
and cleaning materials.

(d) Equipment grants to a maxl-
mum of $750 depending on
enrolments.

(e) Matriculation issues to &
maximum of $250 depending
on enrolments.

In addition to the payments made

to schools, assistance is also given

to pupils in the form of boarding

allowances, scholarships, textboolk

and travel allowances, student

and tuition allowances, and Edu-

cation Depariment publications.
(2) (a) to (c) Since 19686.

(d) and (e) From 1st January,
1971.

(3) The estimated cost of all forms of
assistance was—

(a) 1969-70—%2,501,000.

(b) 1970-71—$2,700,000.

(¢) 1971-72—$3,149,000.

MEDICAL, DEPARTMENT
Subsidies to Country Doctors
Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for

Health:
Reverting to question No. 33 of
21st July, 1971, are the two doc-
tors being subsidised the same in
each year?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
Yes.

COUNTRY PRIMARY
SCHOOLS

Enrolment Decline

Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) By what percentage range has the
enrolment at country primary
schools declined in 1971 as com-
pared with the previous year?

(2) How many schools have experi-
enced this decline?

(3 How many teachers have been

withdrawn from these schools as
a consequence?

Mr, J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1) Enrolment has increased by 1.03%
overall.

(2) 143 schools experlenced a de-
crease.

(3 9.

This question'was postponed.

LEQPOLD MINERALS N.L.
Inquiry: Companies Act
Mr. COURT, to the Attorney General:
With reference to my question No.

28 regarding Leopold Minerals
N.L. on 29th July—

(1) Would he please advise when
inquiries under seciion 124 of
the Companies Act com-
menced, and why he said in
response to my question with-
out notice that the inquiries
are not at an advanced stage?

(2) When does he expect the in-
quirfes to be completed?

Mr. BERTRAM replied;

(1) Inquiries, commenced on 24th
March, 1971, have been de-
layed because of the need to
avoid likely conflict with in-
guiries being made under the
Criminal Code and duplica-
tion thereof,

(2) It i1s not possible to determine
a date at this time.

LEOPOLD MINERALS N.L,
Inguiries: Police

Mr. COURT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

With reference to my question

No. 28 on Thursday, 29th July,

addressed to the Attorney General,

would he please advise—

(1) What is the nature of the
inquiries that have heen made
and are in progress by the
police inte the operations of
Leopold Minerals N.L. and
any persons associated with
the company?

(2) What stage have these in-
quiries reached?

(3} Are these inquiries being
undertaken independent of
inquiries under the Com-

panies Act?
Mr. MAY replied:

(1) Inquiries are helng made con-
cerning an alleged false state-
ment by a company director
and activities in general of
Leopold Minerals N.L.

(2) A company director has been
charged under Section 420 of
the Criminal Code and the
hearing has been listed for
the Beaufort Sireet Police
Court on Qctoher 12th, 1871;
therefore the matter is subd
judice.

(3) No. Company squad detec-
tives and Commonwealth
police officers are assisting in
the Investigation, As the
matter is sub judice, no fur-
ther Information can be given
at this stage,
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18. ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES (3) No. I do not consider this sub-
Kwinana-Balge Power Line: Proposed section applies to the transmission
Route lines,
(4) No report has been made under

IE‘:JIEC t'Il[_;.f;Ii?yN:IPSON, to the Minister for the provision quoted.

(1) Has he requested the State Elec- & E}‘r‘iieé’°;‘{‘l?‘§§°§‘,;sve%?°%{s 1}“;’3
tricity Commission to inquire into o lte and ts ga ofn n"
and report to him with respect to % I;Z%ess l{et‘?} t ypes o nes
the proposed 330 KV transmission ggve sufveaed tl?os:;ercr)‘a};le . @n
line under section 27(a) (i)? ¥ | S.

(6> No. The result of the investiga-

@ fact iauired into the transmis: tions has vet to be considered by
sion line and reported to him € Commission.
thereon under section 27{a)(1)? (7) See (86).

(3) If the S.E.C. has not reported to (8) No. Section 38 (2) of the SE.C.
him under the above provision, Act sets out the procedure to be
will he request such a report to followed.

?: Ig;;%w‘lifgu:éndbe‘}%?f :{1‘: rse%oét (9) The Commission's capital assets
takes a decislon on the roﬁtliié are financed from loans raised by
of the transmission line? the Commission, from general

: loan funds, and from internal

(4) If the S.E.C. has reported to him funds such as depreciation and
under the above provision, will he profits. The costs of capital works
table the report in the House be- are not separately charged against
fore the S.E.C. takes a deciston on any of these individual sources of
the ?routing of the transmission funds.
line

(5) What Investigations have been 18. BUTTER AND CHEESE
can:ed ouii%h bytht.he SEC. in con- Price Increases
nection w e proposed trans- :
mission line in accordance with Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
section 27(d) of the State Elec- Agriculture:
trictty Commission Act? (1) Is he aware of proposed price in-

(8) Has the S.E.C. made any report crease of butter and cheese?
gg’or‘;‘;!}' concerning such investiga- (2) Will producers of dairy products

1 If th.e S.E.C. has made such a regeh;e gany beneflt from these in-

3.0, L, creases?®
report will he table the report in 9
the Houge before the S.E.C. takes (3) If not, why not?
a declsion on the routing of the Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(8) If the S.E.C. has not made such (1} Yes.

a report will he call upon the (2) Not immediately but it is antici-
S.E.C. to provide such a report pated that an increased payment
and table the report in the House to producers might be possible in
before the S.E.C, takes a decision the future

on the routing of the transmis- ' .

sion line? (3) An immediate increase ]i?)lme pro-

() As it has been estimated that the ducers price is not possible as the
costs of the proposed line will be increase in wholesale price re-
in_the vicinity of $12.5 million, ceived by the dairy companies for
will he inform the House as to butter and cheese sold, is return-
the proposals of the 8.E.C, and/or ed to the Commonwealth Equalis-
the Government as to the financ- ation Pool as increased reclama-
ing of these costs stating what tions by that body.
portion will be financed from— Eventually, if the funds in the ponl
{a) SE.C. revenue: permit, increased progressive pay-

SE' . ments to producers should be

(b) S.EC. reserves; possible, However, the pool funds
{c) S.EC. loan; are also dependent on the price
(d} Government appropriatlons? zﬁceivt?_tll_ 'for r;rtzguce eﬁipgrted. qréd
- e ability o e pool to provide

Mr. JAMIESON replied: funds for increased payments ls

{1) No. I do not consider that this therefore dependent on the prices
subsection is applicable to the obtained for butter and cheese
construction of the 330 KV trans- sold overseas as well as locally,
mission lines.

No. See (1). 20. This question was postponed.

@)
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DAIRY PRODUCTS
Inguiry into Transportatlion

Mr. BLAIKIE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1) Who requested the Director Gen-
eral of Transport to inquire into
transportation of deiry products in
Western Australia?

Have the interested partfies been
advised of progress to date, and,
if s0, when?

What companjes were asked to
assist the inquiry?

(4) Did any company assist the in-
quiry, and, If so, which company?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) The dairy and wholemilk sections
of the Parmers’ Union of W.A. Inc.
Yes—the dairy and wholemilk
sections were informed on 11lth
March, 1971 the study could not
proceed because not all milk pro-
cessing companies would agree to
provide essential operating data.
The companies indicated that
such a research project had now
become an industry matter and
one to which they were giving
their attention.

Watsons Foods Pty. Ltd.

South West Co-op. Dairles Ltd.

Peters Creameries (W.A.) Pty,
Ltd.

)

)

2)

(&))

Masters Dairy Lid.

No company assisted because the
study was not undertaken.

(4)

WATER SUPPLIES
Albany District

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) What was the average dally draw
of water in the Albany town and

shire for the year ended 30th
June, 1971?
(2) What is the maximum daily

amount that would be available?

For how long, Is it estimated, will
this meet the present and immedi-
ate needs of the town?

What plans are there for develop-
ing future supplies?

JAMIESON replied;
1,400,000 gallons a day.

2,700,000 gallons a day from
headworks, plus augmentation
from service storages of 6,500,000
gallons as necessary.

The position is under constant re-
view and works programmes are
co-ordinated to meet the increas-
ing demand.

3)

4)
Mr.

)
2)

(3

23.
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(4) Continued development of the
south coast source to its ultimate
potential is planned and is calcu-
lated to be capable of supplving
Albany, in conjunction with the
source from Two People Bay, untll
near the end of this decade.

SCHOOL BUS SERVICES
Curtailment

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for

Education:

(1) Is it correct that all school bus
services are under review with a
view to re-routing and effecting
some curtailments?

(2) If “Yes” when was this review
authorised?
What will be the maximum num-
bher of miles children will be ex-
pected to travel to catch a school
bus?
If extra distances are to be travel-
led by country scheol children,
how does he reconcile this policy
with the electicn promise of
sympathetic consideration of the
needs of rural people?

J. T. TONKIN replied:
No.
Answered by (1).

The policy has not been changed,
The distance travelled is depend-
ent on the length of any extension
required and the effect this would
have on other children along the
hus route.

There has been no variation in
policy concerning the distances to

be traveiled by country school
children.

(&))

“)

Mr.
(1
(2

3)

4

LYNWOOD PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Quercrowding

Mr. BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) In view of the extensive develop-
ment of the State Housing Com-
mission building project in Lang-
ford, coupled with the continued
development by Realty Develop-
ment Corparation Pty. Ltd. in the
Bannister Creek area, what
arrangements will he undertake to
ensure that Lynwood Primary
School is not embarrassed by over-
crowding?

Is he aware that tollet facilities

at the school are only sufficient
for the present enrolment?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

Temparary classrooms will be used
at Lynwood until the new Lang-
ford primary school opens in
February, 1972.

2)

(1)
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(2) At thls stage no major difficulty
is anticipated, but, if necessary,
temporary toilet accommodation
will be provided.

TRAFFIC
Barbican Streel: Parking Ban

Mr, BATEMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

(1) Is it his intention to place a park-
ing ban on Barbican Sireet from
Riverton Bridge to where it joins
Leach Highway?

If “Yes” will he advise when this
ban is to take effect?

. MAY replied;

The Main Roads Department is
investigating the placing of an all
time parking ban on Barbican
Street and Leach Highway be-
tween Riverton Bridge and the
Melville City Council boundary.

Dependent on completion of the
investigations by the Main Roads
Department.

@

(1)

(2)

TOWN PLANNING
Maddington: Rezoning

Mr. BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Town Planning:

(1) Has the north side of Kelvin Road,
Maddington from Albany Highway
to Bickley Road been rezoned
from rural to light industry?

If “No" when is it anticipated this
rezoning may become effective?
GRAHAM replied:

No.

No indication can be given untit
the local authority submits a
formal application.

(2}

Mr.
1)
(2>

STATE FINANCES
Wage and Salary Increases

Sir DAVID BRAND, {o the Treasurer:

What was the total cost to the
State Government of wage and
salary increases as from the date
of the introduction of the last
Budget to the end of the 1970-T1
financial year?
. T. D, EVANS replied:

$17,328,000.

COASTAL HIGHWAY
Works Programme

Sir DAVID BRAND, to the Minister

for Works:

(1) What amount of finance is re-
quired to complete the coastal
highway to the bridge over the
Irwin River?

29,

(2) How much is to be made avail-

able during this financial year?

What is the schedule of works
planned at this road for this
year?

Is there any truth in the sugges-
tion that the construction of the
road through Eneabba has been
held up because of pegging of
mining leases over the proposed
route?

", JAMIESON replied:
(1) In the order of $1 million.
(2) $294,500.

(3) Formation improvements and
gravelling on the section between
Jurien Bay Road turn-off and the
Coorow-Greenhead Road and also
between Eneabba and the Arrow-
smith River, In addition, con-
struction of some small bridges is
planned and also the extension
of priming work south of the CHff
Head Road turn-off for a further
9 miles, as well as placing of
aggregate seal over the 13.3 mile
section to the south of the Jurien
Bay turn-off.

Yes. There is some uncertainty
about the final location of the
road because of the recently an-
nounced extensive mineral de-
posits in the general area south-
wards of Eneabba.

)

(4)

4)

KWINANA POWER STATION
Generating Unils

Mr. JONES, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:

(1) Since the first 120,000 KX W. unit
was brought into load on 15th Sep-
tember, 1970, at the Kwinana
power station, has it operated for
ihe majority of the time at maxi-
mum capacity?

When was the second unit brought
into load?

When was the second unit oper-
ated at full capacity?

Since the second unit was first

brought into load, will he advise—

(a} the periods it has operated
at full capacity;

(h) the periods it has been oper-
ated at a capacity less than
120,000 K.W. and the reasons
why the machine has been
operating at these levels?

JAMIESON replied:
No.

(2}

(®

1))

Mr.
)

(2) The second unit has not been
brought on load.
(3) and (4) Answered by (2).
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RAILWAY ROAD SERVICE

Mr.

Ilmenite: Tonnages
JONES, to the Minister for Rall-

ways:

‘What were the tonnages of ilmen-
ite carted by the Railway Road
Services from Capel to Bunbury
for the vears 1969-70 and 1970-717?

. BERTRAM replied:

As recently indicated by the Min-
fster for Mines In reply to a
similar question, to publicise the
details as  requested would
divulge the volume of business of
a client of the Railways Depart-
ment and this is apgainst long
standing policy.

DROUGHT RELIEF

Loans: First Mortgage Priorilty

Mr.

for

Mr.
for

(1)

2

3

1)

2)

Mr.

W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister
Agriculture:

Have any requests for drought
relief delegated agency loans been
refused because of the first mort-
gage Dpriority requirements since
20th February, 19717

. H. D. EVANS replied:

Five.
LAKE KING-NORSEMAN
ROAD
Upgrading

W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister
Works:

Has the Main Roads Department
any plans for the upgrading of
the Lake King-Norseman Road?

Were any special grants made to
the Shires of Lake Grace-Ravens-
thorpe or Dundas for this pur-
pose?

If (2) is “No" would he consider
such a grant owing to the fact
that this road is so isolated and
is not an all-weather road?

. JAMIESON replied:

No. However, the Main Roads
Department has made $19,500
available to the Lake Grace and
Ravensthorpe Shire Councils for
minor improvement works.

and (3) Answered by (1).

SHOPS
After Hours Trading
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Labour:

In regard to illegal after hours
shop trading, is it correct that
the Government Is at present con-

34,

Mr.
(1)

2)

(3)

(4}

5

6

1)
(2)
33
4)

(5)

@
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sidering the adoption of the
system used by the last Labor
Government in New South Wales,
by which informants about illegal
after hours trading could claim
half the fines imposed?

MAY (for Mr. Taylor) replied:
Definitely and emphatically no! I
am unaware of any such practice
as alleged—hut in any case the
answer is definitely and emphatic-
ally no.

TEACHERS' TRAINING
COLLEGES

Function and Intake
WILLIAMS, to, the Treasurer:

When will the fifth teachers’
training college be ready for use?

Will Claremont and Graylands
both continue to function as train-
ing colleges after Churchlands 1Is
functional?

If not, what will be their respec-
tive functions?

What is the estimated intake of
students for each of the years
1972 to 1882 inclusive?

When Churchlands is operative,
what will be the student capacity
of all teachers' training colleges
in Western Australia and the
number of—

{a) students in primary teacher
training;

(b) students in secondary teacher
training?

What percentage of student teach-
ers would be from couniry areas?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

This question should have been
more properly directed to the
Minister for Education who has
provided the following answers.

February, 1972,
Yes.
Not applicable,

1972—1,380.

1973—1,505.

1974—1,580,

1975—1,780.

1976—1,855.

1977—1,980.

1978—2,110. .
1979—2,190. )
1580—2,280.

1981—2,370.

1982—2,460.

Student capacity—3,750.
(a) 1,850.
(b) 1,450.

26% approximately.
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35.

Mr.
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TRAINEE TEACHERS
Future Reguirements
WILLIAMS, to the Minister for

Education:

What are the anticipated require-
ments of the department for
trainee teachers in—

(g) primary;

(b) secondary,

fields for each year 1972 to 1982
inclusive?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

Anticipated total numbers of
teachers in training—1972 to 1982
inclusive—

Primary Secondary
1,850 1,450
2,260 1,530
2,630 1,594
2,830 1,670
2,970 1,870
3,110 2,060
3,350 2,230
3,600 2,380
3,830 2,470
3,950 2,600
4,050 2,750

1872
1973
1574
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1381
1932

36. This gquestion was postpored for one
week.

3.

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL

Dr.

Radiologists: Payments
DADOUR, to the Minister for

Health:

(L)

(2)

(3)

4)

5)

(6)

Mr.

o
(2)

How many part-time radiologists
were employed at Royal Perth
Hospital for the year ended 30th
June, 1971?

What was the total of salaries
paid to these officers for the year
ended 30th June, 1971°

What additional payments were
made to these officers during that
yvear?

From what source did these addi-
tional payments come?

What additional services were
rendered in respect of these pay-
ments?

What is the foermula for payment
of radiclogists?

DAVIES replied:

10,

and (3) To give a total flgure for
amounts paid to the radiologists
would invite an averaging of
salaries which would not in any
way accurately reflect the in-
dividual earnings of the persons
concerned.

I believe, and the Board of Man-
agement of Royal Perth Hospital
agrees with me, that these people

4

5)

(6}

are entitled to have their earn-
ings kept confidential. I will, how-
ever, be agreeable to supplying the
Member with the names of
the persons concerned and If,
when approached by him, they
agree to having thelr earnings dis-
closed then this can he arranged.
The additional payments repre-
sent an agreed proportion of fees
collected by the hospital for radio-
logical procedures.

Additional payments represent
fees for services rendered to pay-
ing patients.

I refer to the answer given in
reply to question 3 of 29/7/71 in
this regard.

38. ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL
Shenton Park Annexe: Staff
Dr. DADOUR, to the Minister for
Health:
What were the numbers of—
(a) all employees;
(b) permanent medical staff;
(¢) residents,
(d) registrars;
(¢) nursing staff; and
(f) administ{ration staff,
at the Royal Perth Hospital
annexe (Shenton Park) for each
of the years ended the 30th June,
1865 to 1971 inclusive respectively?
Mr. DAVIES replied:
The research required to obtain
this information will form part
of the research required to obtain
the reply to quesifon 12 of Tues-
day, 3rd August. As with that
guestion, the information will bhe
supplied direct to the Member as
soon as it 1s available.
39. ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL

Investigation by W. D. Scott & Co.

Dr,

DADOUR, to the Minister for

Health:

1)

2)
Mr.
1)

Will he table the W. D. Scott
report on the Royal Perth Hos-
pital?

If not, why not?

DAVIES replied:

and (2) As explained to the Mem-
ber in reply to question 13 of
Tuesday, 3rd August, 1971, the
firm of W. D. Scott carried out
a complete survey of the hospital's
organisation as a whole and in
all its parts during the period
November, 1961 to December, 1964,
inelusive. Their findings were
contained in a series of approxi-
mately 200 reports, of varying
sizes and importance, submitted
over this peried and 1t Is not con-
sidered practicable to table them.
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FARMERS

Minimum Incomes, and Wool Deficiency

Mr.

Payment
McPHARLIN, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

L

2)

(3

(4)

5)

Mr.

(n

{4

(5)

As the Government is pledged to
face up to all farmers’ problems,
especially debt problems, is it pro-
posed that an endeavour will be
made to institute a form of pay-
ment from the Treasury to bring
farmers' net mcomes to a stated
minimum?

If this is not done will the Gov-
ernment endeavour to prevent
faermers with no real alternative
from being forced off their pro-
perties?

In the event of a farmer being
forced off his farm and offering
his farm for sale, will the Govern-
ment purchase the property?
Does the Government subscribe to
the belief that primary producers
miust “get big or get out"?

Is it the Intention of the Govern-
ment to fully support the “de-
ficiency payment” scheme for wool
growers which is now being pro-
pased by the Federal Govern-
ment?

H. D. EVANS replied:

to (3) The funds needed for rural
reconstruction are beyond State
resources and must come from the
Commonwealth. There is no pra-
vision under the existing Com-
monwealth-State agreement for a
payment to bring farmers’ net in-
comes to a stated minimum. The
funds available under this scheme
also do not permit the purchase
of those farms which are offered
for sale. The Rural Reconstruc-
tion Authority will, however, con-
sider proposals for farm huild up
where a purchaser has made
arrangements to buy a property.
It is clear that many Iarmers are
in a financial position which will
necessitate them leaving their
properties. In an endeavour to
assist the Government offered
emergency carry on loans and
$571,000 has been loaned to 303
farmers this year. These loans
will, it is hoped, give farmers time
to re-assess their future pros-
pects.

No. The viabllity of an individual
farming enterprise will determine
its continuance or failure. Size
is only one factor affecting via-
bility.

COfficial information about any
Federal Government financial
assistance scheme for woolgrowers
has not yet been received.

41.

42,

43.

Mz,
ing:

617

STATE HOUSING
COMMISSION

Interest Rate on Loans
O’'NEIL, to the Minister for Hous-

Since the answer given to question
No. T on Tuesday, 3rd August,
1971, indicates some actlon is
proposed relative to interest rates
being charged to purchasers of
homes under both the State Hous-
ing Act and the Commonwealth-
State Housing Agreement, could
he indicate the action proposed?

. MAY {(for Mr. Taylor) replied:

Not at present.

PIG RESEARCH STATION,

Mr.

MEDINA
Ezxperiments
NALDER, to the Minister for

Agriculture:

(1}

(2)

(3}

Mr.
(1)

2)

)

Mr.

What experiments are being con-
ducted at the plg research station
at Medina?

Does he anticipate an early con-
clusion to any of the experiments?

If “Yes” will the results be pub-
lished in the Department of Agri-
culture Journal?

H. D. EVANS replied:

Trials are currently being carried
out on the value of lupin seed
mesal as a protein source in pig
feeding, either alone or with other
protein feeds available in W.A,, on
technigues of artificial breeding,
on evaluating commercially avail-
able protein concentrates and on
a4 genetic improvement pro-
gramme using growth rate and
carcase quality as the criteria.

Early conclusion c¢an be antici-
pated to trials on commercial
protein concentrates and on tech-
nigues of artificlal breeding but
not on other trials mentioned.

Yes.

TEACHERS
Political Propaganda
R, L. YOUNG, to the Minister for

Education:

(1)

(&)

Is it true that regulation 26(h)
of. the Education Act prohibits a
teacher to “inculcate or attempt
to inculcate in any student any
sectarian denominational or party
political propaganda”?

If “Yes” is he aware that a Young
Labor Association Propaganda
Sheet was recently handed out by
a member of the teaching staff
of a metropolitan high school?
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44,

45.

46.
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Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) Yes.
{2) No.

FILMS
Classification: “R” Certificate

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Police:
(1) In view of the wishes of the
Federal Minister for Customs and
Excise and the expressed approval
of other States, will he take the
necessary measures required to
introduce the "R" certificate for
movie pletures in Western Aus-
tralia?

If not, why not?
. MAY replied:

Steps have already been taken.
Answered by (1).

2)

(1)
(2)

STATE HOUSING
COMMISSION

Commissioners. Replacements

Mr. O’NEIL, to the Minister for Hous-
ing:
{1) Has an appointment been made to
the State Housing Commission to
fill the vacancy created by the
death of Mr, R. J. Stoddart?

If so, who is the new appointee;
and if not, what action is being
taken to fill the vacancy?

Is any consideration being given
to replacing any existing members;
if so, whom?

. MAY (for Mr. Taylor} replied:

and (2) No, but ex-servicemen
nominees have been Interviewed,
and an appeointment will be made
shortly.

Yes-—Commissioner White.

(2)

(3)

1)

(&)

PERPETUAL POOLS
PROMOTIONS

Investors: Losses

Mr. BATEMAN, tc the
General:

(1) Has the Crown Law Department
any knowledge of the affairs of
Perpetual Pools Promotlons?

(2) What action must investors take
against George Evans or Perpetual
Pools Promotions to recover thelir
losses?

., BERTRAM replied:

George Evans, who operated Per-
petual Pools Promotions, was
convicted in the Court of Petiy
Sessions, Perth, on 23rd Septem-
ber, 1968 for a bhreach of Sectlon
81 of the Companies Act. A War-
rant of Commitment has been

Attorney

1)

47.

issued in default of payment of
the fine and costs. The defendant
Is outside the State.

Creditors obtained a bankruptcy
order against Evans on 13th May,
1869 and should ascertain progress
position and the rights available
to them from the Registrar In
Bankruptey.

2)

POLICE STATION
Hulin

. BROWN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:
When 1s it proposed to call tenders

for the erection of a new police
station at Kulin?

. MAY replied:

A new police station for Kulin was
listed in the loan works proposal
for 1990-71 but no funds were
available. It has been included in
the 1971-72 list and work will
c%rlnmence when funds are avail-
able.

QUESTIONS (3): WITHOUT NOTICE

1.

PETROCHEMICAL
INDUSTRY

Establishment in Western Australio

Mr. COURT, to the Minister for In-
dustrial Development and Decentrali-
sation:

Does he agree with the opinion
of the South Ausfralian Premier
(Mr. Dunstan) as reported in
today’s issue of The West Austra-
lian, that there was little likeli-
hood of Japanese involvement in
petrochemicals in Australia, as
this opinion seems to be at
variance with the very patient and
painstaking negotiations of the
Japanese with the Western Aus-
tralian Government over a iong
period, which negotiations would
have been brought to a sueccessful
conclusion had power been avall-
able in sufficient quantity and at a
low enough price?

. GRAHAM replied:

The answer Is “No,” and I wish
to inform the honourable member
further that only yesterday, very
patiently and painstakingly, I
informed Mr. Dunstan accord-
ingly.

COASTAL AREAS

Mr, Hiller’s Survey and Comment

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Town Planning:
Relating to Mr. Hiller's comment
in The West Australian of the 4th
August, 1971, of the survey he has
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conducted for the State Govern-
ment over the last two years on
the use of the coastal areas—

(1} Has the survey been com-
pleted; and,

(2) If “Yes,” will he make a copy
of the survey report available
to the House?

Mr. GRAHAM replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).

STATE ELECTRICITY
COMMISSION

Construction of Kwinana-Balga Power
Line

Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Electricity:

I preface this question by saying
that at a public meeting held at
Kalamunda on the Tth June, this
year, the General Manager of the
State Electricity Commission an-
nounced that a decision would be
made, within two months from
that night in regard to which of
two routes under survey by the
commission would be adopted for
the construction of the 330,000
volt power line from Kwinana to
Balga. Will the Minister say
whether the decision is to be
announced by the Tth of this
month? If not, when will it be
announced?

. JAMIESON replied:

I cannoi give very much additional
information. Mr. Gillies still has
three days to contact me. As soon
as I have any information it will
be made available.

3

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR, JAMIESON (Belmon{—Minister
for Electricity) [5.05 p.m.l: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill is for the purpose of giving the
State Electricity Commission more flexi-
bility in the investment of funds which
the commission may be holding but which
are not immediately required.

It will be appreciated by members that
the commission raises a substantial portion
of its funds by private loans. Most of
these loans are offered to the commission
by banks, superannuation funds, insurance
companies, and similar bodies. The com-
mission, of course, must accept these
moneys when they are offered, and not at
the time when the commission nheeds the
money to pay contractors and other
accounts. As a result, it occasionslly has
funds on hand that can be reinvested for
short periods at reasonable rates of interest.
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Most of the institutions that offer money
to the commission are of the type that will
themselves accept deposits on which, be-
cause of their short-term basis, the institu-
tions pay a lower interest rate than that
offered by the commission. If the com-
mission can lend money back to the
institutions, the difference in interest rates
makes this lending back of money attrac-
tive and provides an added incentive to
those bodies to invest with the commission
funds which otherwise would not be offered
to the commission.

Loan raising is a difficult and competitive
business and any additional incentives that
can be offered to lenders by way of short
term reinvestment is an advantage to the
commission in raising loans,

The commission’s power to invest funds
that are not immediately required, is set
out in section 49 of the State Electricity
Commission Act. At present the invest-
ments are limited to securities which are
approved by the Treasurer and in which
moneys in the Public Account may lawfully
be invested.

Investments of money in the Public
Account are restricted to those set out in
the Public Moneys Investment Act of 1961.
This provides that money held in this
account may he invested as bank deposits,
in the short-term money marked, and in-
certain securities guaranteed by the Com-
monwealth or the State. These avenues
of investment are, however, not sufficiently
wide for the purposes of the commission.

Tne Tressurer has already approved of
the commission making temporary invest-
ments with banks, but there are other
sound institutions which are prepared to
lend money to the commission and would
appreciate the commission reinvesting
those funds with them on a temporary
basis. At present, the Treasurer cannot
approve of them as an avenue of invest-
ment by the commission.

There is, for example, an increasing flow
of funds now avallable from building
societies, Because these societles must
keep at least T¢ per cent. of their funds
in reasonably liquid form, some of them
are looking for relatively short-term well-
secured investments for part of their funds.
These societies have, therefore, a source
of funds that could be available to the
commission. It would probably help the
commission to attract loans from this
source, if it were possible for the commis-
slon to reinvest money temporarily with
the building societies, and possibly with
other bodies of a similar type which may
lend money to the commission, but which
are not of the type referred to in the
Public Moneys Investment Act.

For this reason, the Bill proposes to
delete from section 49 of the Act the
words “in any securities wherein moneys
in the Public Account may lawfully be in-
vested.”
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It is considered this amendment will
give the commission access to a wider
source of funds. It must be stressed that
the temporary investments will be only
with institutions approved by the Treasurer
and, in any case, will be restricted to bodies
that have already lent money to the com-
mission,

If section 49 of the State Electricity
Commission Act is amended as proposed
in the Bill, it will glve the commission
powers to invest funds similar to those
powers now possessed by the Fremantle
Port Authority under section 58(j) of the
Act governing that authority. In other
words, the Bill allows one lot of money to
be used to some extent for public purposes
in two different ways.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Nalder,

STAMP ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie—Trea-
surer) [5.12 pam.l: I move—

That the Bill be now read & second
time.

This small measure has three purposes:
these are to repeal the exemption given
to official short-term money market trans-
actions: to extend the time for objections
and appeals; and to remove doubts about
the interpretation of an amendment made
in 1969,

Subsection (2) of section 16 of the
Stamp Ach provides that no stamp duty
will be imposed upon any instrument which
contains or relates to a transaction in the
official short-term money market,

This exemption was inserted into the
Act in 1961 shortly after the market first
commenced. The main reason for amend-
ing the law was because at that time
receipts duties were imposed at the rate
of 3d. per £100. The difficulty encountered
in the early period@ of operation of the
market, was tha{ no official dealer would
set up offices in the State because of the
requirement to pay receipts duty on an
ad valorem hasis.

It will be appreciated that transactions
involving as they did hundreds of thousands
of pounds, and often for short periods,
attracted very heavy duty. Consequently,
as the dealers operated on very flne
margins, this tax rendered their transac-
tions unprofitable. As a result, dealers
carried out all transactions in the East
where the duty was either on a flat basis
or not imposed at all.

Without offices in this State 1t was dif-
ficult to arrange transactions at call be-
cause of the then delays in telephone com-
munications to the East. Investments in
this market of the State produced sub-
stantial returns to the Consolidated
Revenue Fund from moneys which would

[ASSEMELY.]

otherwise be {dle. It was, therefore, to the
advantage of the community generally to
remove this imposition of stamp duty and,
in any event, it was not being collected.

'The exemption was primarily framed to
relieve dealers from duty imposed on re-
ceipts, but was drafted to give exemption
to all instruments because there were a
few dealings on the official market which
attracted other forms of stamp duty.

Recelpts duties have now been abolished,
and this has removed the main purpose
of the exemption. In addition, i{ has now
come to notice that the exemption is being
used to the disadvantage of locally based
merchant banks and is therefore anoma-
lous. As the subsection now stands, the
exemption applies only to official dealers.
These are dealers who have been approved
by the Reserve Bank which acis as a
lender of last resort, thereby giving gilt-
edged protection to investors with those
dealers. With the increased sophistica-
tion of the money market In Australin new
forms of security have been introduced
and dealings are not limited to the official
dealers but are also carried out by others,
such as merchant banks' finance organisa-
tions which, for the purpose of this ex-
planation, I will describe as unofficial
dealers.

In addition, the sophistication and ex-
tension of money market operations have
made it impossible to clearly isolate official
market transactions. One of the forms
of security now used is the commercial
bill of exchange which is used as security
for loans and is discounted to raise funds.
When dealers are quoting inferest rates
in open competition for business, where
commercial bills are to be used as security,
the stamp duty plays a significant part
in the rates quoted. The rate of stamp
duty on term bills of exchange is 10c per
$100 or part thereof of the amount of the
bill. 'This ad wvalorem rate has no regard
to the term of the bill.

Thus a bill for three months attracts
the same duty as a bill for 12 months,
assuming both are drawn for the same
amount. This means that the shorter the
term, the higher the amount of duty be-
comes when expressed as & percentage of
the principal. As the law now applies this
results in interest rates gquoted by unofficial
dealers inevitably being higher, all other
things being equal, than those quoted by
official deglers. This Is because the un-
official dealer needs to cover the cost of
stamp duty as he is liable to pay it on the
bill, whereas an official dealer escapes
liability by virtue of the exemption now
provided in the Act.

Under Commonwealth stamp duty law
and that of other States in Australia, ex-
cept Queensland, there are no provisions
exempting cofficial or unofficial dealers.
They are all on the same footing as re-
gards this tax. Our exemption was placed
in the Act to encourage the development
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of that market in this State and in the
main to remove the impost of receipts
duties. As receipts duties no longer apply
to any transaction and the market is irmly
established and, more importantly, the ex-
emption is now creating an anomalous sit-
uation between taxpayers, it is appropri-
ate that it be repealed. The Bill now be-
fore members provides accordingly.

Under the provisions of section 32 of the
Stamp Act a taxpayer is given the option
of objecting to the commissioner's assess-
ment and then, if he so desires, proceeding
to appeal to the court, or appealing direct
to the court. The period altowed in every
case is 21 days. There is no power in the
Stamp Act for either the court or the com-
missioner to extend the time. Consequently,
unless an objection s received or an
appeal lodged within the time limit the
taxpayer loses his rights.

The Law Society has drawn attention to
difficulties which arise as a result of this
limited period. The society has pointed out
that & client may be temporarily out of the
State, or the matter may he complex, re-
quiring considerable research. Because of
the limitation of time the legal adviser may
not be able to obtain instructions or com-
plete his research and as a result the tax-
payer is unable to seek the remedies pro-
vided by law. An examination of the per-
iods allowed in other States discloses that
these range from 60 days to 30 days. Under
our other major tax laws, the following
periods apply:—

Probate duty: Twenty-eight days are
provided, with the right of the
commissioner to extend the time.

Land tax: Forty-two days are allowed.
In view of the periods allowed in other
States, those provided in other taxing laws
of our ewn State, and the difficulties men-
tioned in the Law Society’s representa-
tions, it is considered desirable to extend
the existing period. Accordingly the Bill
provides for a change in the time limit
from 21 days to 42 days.

In addition, provision is included to em-
power the commissioner to exiend the
period of 42 days to he allowed for ¢bjec-
tions and to empower the court to extend
the period in which an appeal may be
lodeged beyond the 42 days.

I come now to the final proposed
amendment. In 1969 the Stamp Act wes
amended to extend the duty of 1§ per cent.
levied on hire-purchase agreements to all
forms of credit and rental business, sub-
ject to certain conditions. Section 112P of
the Act, which was added in 1969, provides
that where a person who is domiciled or
resident in the State transacts business
with a person carryving on a credit or rental
business who is not a registered person, the
person who is domiciled or resident in the
State is required to make a note or mem-
orandum in writing of the transaction and
pay stamp duty at the prescribed rate. The
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section provides that a note or memoran-
dum, however, is not reguired and stamp
duty is not levied where the business trans-
acted or offered to be transacted is with a
person carrying on business outside the
State if none of the negotiations leading
to the transaction of, or the offer to trans-
act, business were carried out in the State,
or if the amount obtained or the goods ob-
tained by him were obtained for the pur-
pose of heing wholly expended or wholly
used outside the State.

Recently a case has come to the notice
of the commissioner where a firm has bor-
rowed g very large sum of money from
Eastern States finance companies. How-
ever, this money is to be partly expended
by the borrowing company on develop-
ments being carried out in this State. In
this case the facts are that all the negoti-
ations leading to the loan were made in
the Eastern States—that is, outside this
State—and that the company lending the
funds is not a registered company within
the State but Is ehngaged in the business of
lending money, It therefore follows that,
although the transaction can comply with
one of the conditions for exemption—that
is, all of the negotiations leading to the
transaction being carried out outside the
State—it dees not comply with the second
requirement that the money must be
wholly expended outside the State; because
in this case the money s to be partly ex-
pended within Western Australia.

On being asked to comply with the law,
the company claimed that the require-
ments in section 112P are not cumulative,
and if one is satisfied then the loan is not
subject to duty. The Crown Law Depart-
ment does not agree with this interpreta-
tion and states that even as the law now
stands it is arguable that the requirements
are cumulative and, therefore, the com-
pany is liable to duty. This situation can
be resolved only by seeking a court inter-
pretation and this is being done in respect
of this particular case.

When section 112P was enacted it was
based on similar legislation in Victoria.
However, in the law of that State the
conjunction “and” appears between the
two conditions. This word does not appear
in our legislation, but the intention was
that the requirements were to be cumula-
tive and both satisfled before a transaction
could qualify for exemption. Whatever
may be the outcome of the case now being
placed before the court for determination
—and it will not be affected by any legisla-
tive amendments we may or may not effect
—it is desirable to remove any possible
doubt in future cases and, accordingly, the
Bill provides for the insertion of the word

“and” between the two reqguirements in
seetion 112P, 1 commend the Bill to
members.

Mr. Court: Before you sit down, can
you give us an idea of the effect of this
Bill on the revenue?
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Mr. T. D, EVANS: T will obtain the in-
formation and make it available to the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Sir
David Brand (Leader of the Opposition).

LAND TAX ASSESSMENT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. T. D. EVANS (Kalgoorlie—
Treasurer) [527 p.m.]l: Whilst speaking
last week during the Address-in-Reply
debate my good friend and mentor, the
member for Boulder-Dundas, in an excel-
lent speech and a very fine debut reminded
us of the words of an American Governor
of the State of Massachusetts. When that
Governor was chided for making certain
election promises he said, “Those that I
can keep I will keep, and those that I
cannot keep I will renew.” The Bill before
members to amend the Land Tax Assess-
ment Act fulfils a promise made by the
Government prior to the last elections.
S50 if this Bill is passed it will give effect
to one promise, in respect of which the
Premier will not have to renew. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

‘The purpose of the Bill is to add two
further concessions to the Land Tax
Assessment Act. These are—

To implement the policy that land
comprising one-half acre or less on
which a home is erected be exempted
from land taxes provided that the
land concerned is the only land owned
by the householder.

To provide a measure of relief for
owners where their homes are erected
on parcels of land of one acre or less,
the values of which have have been
increased as a resuit of rezoning. This
relief is to apply only where the land
concerned is incapable of subdivision.

As the law now stands, all persons who
own improved land which has been asses-
sed at a value of $10,000 or less are exempt
from the paymeni of land taxes. This
covers the majority of homes in the metro-
politan area. However, there are cases
where land on which a home is erected
is valued in excess of $10,000 and, there-
fore, land taxes are payable by the owner.

Prior to the election an undertaking was
given that where the only land owned was
that on which a person’s home was built,
exemption would be granted in all cases,
provided the area of land concerned did
not exeeed one-half of an acre. A pro-
vision for this purpose is included in the
Bill now before us.

Under section 8B of the Land Tax
Assessment Act, where a person owns land
not exceeding one-half of an acre in area
on which a residence has been erected
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gnd that land is rezoned for a higher use—
for example, the erection of flats, or for in-
dustrial purposes—the commissioner is em-
powered to disregard the value added to the
land as a result of the rezomning, provided
the owner continues to reside on the land.
This means that the land is then assessed
as if the rezoning had not taken place,
or, in other words, is valued as if it were
zoned for ordinary housing purposes.

The present concession has worked well
in providing relief to the many house-
holders who have been affected by rezon-
ing provisions, largely in the metropolitan
area. However, cases have come to notice
where there are areas of land of up to
one acre which have been rezoned for
higher use, particularly as flat sites or
for industrial purposes, by the appropriate
town planning authorities. In these cases
there is generally a substantial increase
in the value of the land because, by virtue
of the rezoning, its earning capacity has
been greatly increased. As a consequence,
the taxes levied on that land have like-
wise increased substantially. For example,
there are cases where land has risen in
value from $10,800 to $22,500 as a result
of rezoning, and the annual level of land
taxes has increased from $5.50 to $102.81.

In a number of these cases the incomes
of the persons who own land are not
great and the burden of land taxes is
bevond their financial capacity. It might
reasonably be argued that these people
should sell the land and allow it to be
develoved for its appropriate purpose, but
in many cases they have erected their
homes on this land and are well estab-
lished with their families in the district.

It also may be suggested that as they
obviously must have a great deal of land
surplus to their normal residential re-
quirements, it would he appropriate for
them to subdivide the land and sell off
that portion which they do not require.
If such action can be taken—and this, of
course, depends on the approval of the
relevant auathorities—then they have a
solution at hand and the surplus land
can then be developed by the purchaser.

However, in many cases subdivision is
not possihle or practical, because of lack
of amenities such as access or services,
and, therefore, the person concerned is
placed in an untenable financial position
through no fault of his own. For this
reason it has been decided to extend the
type of concession granted to persons who
are similarly placed on half-acres of land,
but with the added proviso that the land
be not capable of subdivision.

A survey has been made and this shows
that there are approximately 200 cases of
people occupying land of the type I have
described. In these cases the land is
generally up to one acre in area.
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The Bill, therefore, proposes to give the
commissicner power to provide the type
of relief I have detailed for the cases I
have described.

1 commend the Bill to members.

Mr. Court: I could not guite follow from
your explanation as to what would hap-
pen where somebody has built a house
that straddles two bona fide titles. How
does he get on?

Mr. T. D. EVANS: This is a question
which arises out of the Transfer of Land
Act rather than the Land Tax Assessment
Act.

Mr. O'Neil: There is the impracticability
of subdivision.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Sir
David Brand (Leader of the Opposition).

OFFENDERS PROBATION AND
PAROLE ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

MR. BERTRAM (Mt. Hawthorn—At-
torney-General) (5.36 p.m.): I move—
That the Bill be now read a sec-
ond time.

This Bill is made necessary by reason of
the existence of certain minor problems
which have caused doubts about the
powers of the Parole Board to deal with
certain classes of priseners and persons
within the provisions of the Offenders
Probation and Parole Act.

The Parole Board is required, pursuant
to section 34 (2> (a), to report annually
to the Attorney-General in respect of each
person who is ordered pursuant fto sec-
tion 652, or section 653, or subsection (4)
of section 693 of the Criminal Code, to
be Kept in strict ecustody until Her
Majesty’s pleasure is known, and who is
for the time being in safe custody during
the pleasure of the Governor.

Frequently the Governor makes an
order pursuant to section 48 of the
Mental Health Act that such a person be
admitted as a patient to an approved
hospital, and thereafter the Governor
may order the person to be liberated upon
such terms and conditions as he thinks
fit. Crown legal officers are of the
opinion that such release should be made
under the provisions of the Mental
Health Act, and this being so there seems
to be no point in the Parole Board hav-
ing an obligation to submit annual re-
ports on these persons.

This Bill will place beyond doubt the
fact that these persons become the re-
sponsibjlity of the Mental Health Ser-
vices when Her Majesty’s pleasure is
made known by the Governor under sec-
tion 48 of the Mental Health Act,

Section 19 (6) (a) of the Criminal Code
provides that juveniles who are convicted
on indictment of an offence punishable
by imprisonment may, instead of being
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sentenced to imprisonment, be ordered
to be detained in strict custody until the
Governor's pleasure is known.

An offender who is dealt with in this
way is not a prisoner within the meaning
of the Offenders Probation and Parole
Act and this means that he is not able
f‘o tbe considered for release under that

ct.

This Bill provides that the offender can
be dealt with by the Parole Board and
this, of course, is desirable in the inter-
ests of the rehabilitation of such a per-
son,

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Court (Deputy Leader of the Opposition).

APDRESS-IN-REPLY: EIGHTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 3rd August, on
the following motion hy Mr. A, R.
Tonkin:—

That the following Address-in-
Reply to His Excellency's Speech he
agreed to:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Exceliency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address {o Parliament.

MR. WILLIAMS (Bunbury) [5.41 pm.]:
Earlier this session I congratulated you,
Mr. Speaker, on attaining your present
position, and now I would like to con-
gratulate the Premier on attaining his pos-
ition and winning the Government. I also
extend my congratulations to the members
who have been selected to serve as Minis-
ters.

I would like to congratulate the Premier
on his recent marriage. No doubt, this
ocecasion has ligshtened the load on his
shoulders, and he seems to look happier
for it. I am sure this is attributable to his
good wife. Let us hope they live happily for
many years, to enjoy their association.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Thank you very much
for those remarks.

Mr. WILLIAMS: On looking around the
Chamber as it is constituted, it is rather
interesting to see there is a large number
of members who are at present sitting on
the CGovernment side, but who before the
last elections sat on the Opposition side.
Similarly, there is a large number of mem-
bers who used to sit on the Government
side, but who now sit in Opposition.

I have checked the dates relating to the
membership of members in this House,
which appear in the Parliamentary Hand-
book that is supplied to all members. Give
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or take & member or two, it appears that of
the members now sitting on the Govern-
ment side of the House only nine have sat
on the Government side of the House pre~
viously. On the Opposition benches only
five Liberal Party members and three
Country Party members have sat in Oppo-
sition previously.

1f I remember rightly, on the 24th April,
1958, the member for Pilbara just scraped
into the Government side before it was
defeated; and the member for Moore, on
the 20th September, 1958, just scraped
into the Opposition side before it became
the Government.

It 1s an experience for ms to be in the
Opposition, because I was elected to this
House when my party was in Govern-
ment. That is my experience, as well
25 the experience of many other mem-
bers. Of course, many members now
on the Government side will have the
same experience in, perheps, three years’
time when they will be sitting on the Op-
position side of the House. However,
that is a matter for the public to decide.
We can argue as to whether or not that
ought to be the position, but the people
are the ones who decide these matters;
and that is how the position should be
in a democracy.

Although the Minister for Health is not
in the Chamber at the moment, I would
like to take this opportunity to compli-
ment him, When he was in Bunbury re-
cently t0 open the new permanent care
centre, as an annexe to the Bunbury
Regional Hospital, he made a lot of
friends there, but I have no fear of that.
In his remarks he made reference to the
efforts of the previous Minister for Health
(The Hon, G. C. MacKinnon) in bring-
ing about the establishment of this per-
manent care centre, which is the first of
its kind in Australia. The present Min-
ister for Heelth was very courteous and
generous in his remarks in praise of the
former Minister for Health.

I will become fairly parochial tonight,
as it is our privilege to be, when I speak
in the debate on the Address-in-Reply.
Over the last 12 months or so there has
developed, and there continues tao be
developed—and I hope it will continue to
be developed—a new State housing area
known as Withers Park, in Bunbury. This
is a medium housing area which I am
sure, when people get used to it, will be
& very pleasant centre in which to ljve.
With the introduction of new housing
areas and new types of designs, some
people get & little upset from time to
time: and it takes them a little while
to become accustomed to the new area
and the new designs.

No doubt, these remarks apply to the
Withers Park development. I believe that
for a few years to come some people will
not be happy to be living in that sort of
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environment and that type of housing—
whether it be the normal types of houses,
terraced houses, duplex units, or flats
of two or three storeys. ©Of course, the
flats will not suit everyone, but they pro-
vide a staging spot for people to live at
reasonable rentals. Whilst the people
are living in those flats at reasonable
rentals they will be able to save some
money and, eventually, to buy homes of
their own.

However, some problems have presented
themselves in this housing area; in this
regard I have had conversations with the
Minister for Housing, and I have asked
guestions of and written letters to him.
One matter is the installation of gas hot
water systems in these State Housing
Commission units.

The area was researched by the State
Electricity Commission and the State
Housing Commission—because of the new
design—prior to the construction of the
buildings. There was liaison with the
local authority—the Bunbury Town Coun-
cil. I have no argument whatsoever
with the installation of gas stoves or gas
room heaters. I believe a gas stove is
an economic unit when compared with
a8 wood stove, but this would depend on
how the gas stove was used.

If a housewife cooked a roast in the
morhing and a cake in the afternoon, she
would have to light up the stove on two
occasions. However, if she practised a
little economy she would cook the roast
and the cake at the one time, and the
stove would be used once only. That is
something which people have to get used
t{) after using the appliances for some
time,

In our climate a gas room heater wowld
probably he used for three or four months
of the year only. If the tenants think
that gas is too expensive they have the
alternative of purchasing another type
of unit, such as a kerosene heater., How-
ever, the gas hot water system is a dif-
ferent matter, because it is a very expens-
ive unif{ to run.

I have yet to find ocut why the State
Housing Commission installed gas hot
water systems. I have received some
explanations, but I am still not convinced.
I believe that whoever carried out the
investigation before the houses were con-
structed had very little knowledge of the
cost of operating a family unit, or they
wanted to create a situation where it
would be economical to put gas into this
particular area of the town,

I have received many complaints from
residents in the new area. Those people
have moved in only during the last four
or five months and, of course, on the
28th June they received their first quar-
terly accounts for their electricity and
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gas. I have copies of some of the ac-
counts with me which I will relate to the
House at a later stage of my speech.

A gas hot water system—or any hot
water system at all—is used for 12 months
of the year. The people living in the With-
ers Park area are in the Jow Income
bracket, and mostly they have young fam-
ilies. All of us who are married, and have
had young children, know that children
use a lot of hot water. The children get
dirty and they have to be washed, and
their clothes have to be washed. If they
want a drink of water, they just turn on a
tap and nine times out of ten it is the hot
water tap. Each time the hot water tap is
turned on the gas lights up and that costs
a few more cents.

After receiving some complaints, I spoke
to one gentleman who works for & firm
which is an agent for L.P. gas. He is a
salesman for a gas appliance company,
and I asked him some questions about gas
hot water systems. He told me quite plainly
that if he received an inquiry for a gas hot
water system he usually asked the per-
son & very personal question. The customer
could answer the question if he wanted to,
but the duestion was a warning. It was,
“Have you two incomes coming into the
home, or if yau have only one income, is
it $100 a week or more? If not forget about
a gas hot water system because it is too
expensive to run.” Those remarks came
from a2 man who earns part of his living
by selling gas appliances; hot water sys-
tems being one of them. He believes it is his
duty to the public at least to warn them
that the gas hot water systems are very
expensive to run.

Obviously, no-one asked a similar ques-
tion regarding the tenants who would be
going into the State Housing Commission
homes. The State Housing Commission
would know the approximate income of its
tenants because it is well known that
people who go into commission homes have
an income below a certain figure. That
figure varies between the metropolitan and
country areas,

I do not blame the Minister for Housing,
or the previous Minister for Housing, for
the situation which has arisen. One of the
reasons given to me for the installation of
the gas hot water systems was that in this
particular area of Bunbury the wafter has
a very high salt and manganese content,
This fact is well known to anybody who
has lived in Bunbury because the water
ecomes from an underground supply. This
is one of the unfortunate situations with
which we have to live.

The local authority, through the Bun-
bury Water Board—it is part of the local
authority—is doing its best and has done
quite a good job in upgrading the quality
of the water supplied to the townspeople.
The local authority is also upgrading the
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water which is being supplied to the With-
ers Park area. An aeration plant and sev-
eral sand filters are being used.

Apparently an investigation was earried
out by the State Housing Commission prior
to its decision to install gas hot water sys-
tems in the Withers Park area,

In the old part of the area, which is some
five or six years old, solid fuel hot water
systems were installed. However, those
units corroded and burnt out within a year
or two of being installed. The hot water
units were, I suggest, the same as the one 1
installed in my own home at aboui the
same time. I have no doubt that the units
installed in the older homes did corrode
and burh cut. I will not name the firm
concerned because that would he unfalr,
but the model which came out at that time
was a very bad one. In my own case, my
unit burned out after only eight months'
use.

I complained to the firm which supplied
me, and the unit was replaced free of
charge. That was not done because I am
Maurie Williams, a member of Parlia-
ment. I would have received the same
treatment had my name been Joe Blow—
or should I say Joe Bloges.

Mr. Court: If you say Joe Blow you could
get into the same trouble as I did.

Mr., WILLIAMS: I do not want to get
invelved in anything like that because my
throat would not stand it tonight. To re-
turn to the subject: the firm replaced the
solid fuel hot water system. Two years later
the unit developed a leak, and the firebox
used to get wet. The leak was not sufficient
to put the fire out, but it did interfere
with the performance of the unit. As the
unit was two years’ old after reinstallation
it was not under warranty, so I got a
plumber to have a look at it. I asked the
plumber to dismantle the unit and if he
found any signs of pitting in the copper
tank, not to bother putting the unit to-
gether again,

The plumber dismantled the unit, and
said that the interlor was as cleagn as a
whistle. There was no bulld-up of salt,
or any sign of corrosicn s¢ he reassembled
it. It seems to me that the State Housing
Commission, when it carried out its In-
vestigations into hot water systems for that
area, must have run into the same sort
of problem as I struck. The commission
must have observed the poorer type of hot
water system, As I have said, the fault
has now been rectified. I helieve the State
Housing Commission made its decision on
the hat water systems which were produced
at that particular time,

I know of some people living in older
areas who have solid fuel hot water sys-
tems, and they have had no trouble. The
State Housing Commission claims that it
decided to install gas hot water systems be-
cause the solid fuel systems burned out
too guickly. It was claimed that the solid
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fuel systems burned out in two, three, or
four years, whereas the gas hot water
systems would last for about 15 years.
We know that no-one gets anything for
nothing, and the tenant would therefore
be paying for the dearer unit.

The gas units have caused so much
concern that people have asked me whether
they could install solid fuel hot water
systems in their homes. I passed the re-
quest on to the Minister and the Minister
replied that the State Housing Commis-
slon would give consideration to such re-
quests provided the tenants paid for the
units.

I will quote a few examples to give
members an idea of the cost of gas hot
water units at Withers Park. I will not
mention the names of the people con-
cerned, but they all live in the new medium
density area. The accounts show separate
amounts for eleetricity and gas, and I will
read out the amounts for gas only. The
first account for the quarter ended the
28th June is for $32.33. A quick calcula-
tion will show that the cost of gas for the
quarter works out at about $3 a week.
Other accounts show $38.40, $46.48, and
§$45.47 for gas, while some show an average
of between %32 and $33. One acecount is
for $25.26, but I bhelieve this particular
person had not been living in the area
for the full quarter. Other accounts show
$38.40, 334.36, and $32.33. One account
which I have not seen, but which I believe
to be correct, is something in the order of
$70 for the quarter.

It does not seem fair that people should
have to pay those high charges for their
gas, when they are expected to pay $16
or $17 a week for rent, The usual rent is
approximately $16.75 a week, let alone the
additional cost of gas and electricity. As
I sald earlier, the majority of the people
living in the area have young children.
Bringing up a young family involves the
use of a great deal of hot water, not just
for a couple of months of the year, but
for the full 12 months.

Some people, for one reason or another,
are probably quite happy with the gas
hot water units, but the State Housing
Commission should give some assistance
in replacing the hot water units for those
people who are not happy. The solid
fuel hot water systems are much cheaper
to operate and, of course, the average
family can take a drive into the bush and
get some wood for the heater.

I believe the quality of the water in the
area will improve in the very near future
because of the treatment facilities pro-
vided by the Bunbury Water Board.

I believe the problems will be overcome
because the water that is being supplied to
the Withers Park area will be no worse,
and could be better, than the water that
is supplied to the rest of the town. Most
of the people in the rest of the town, par-
ticularly the State Housing Commission
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area, have other types of hot water sys-
tems, such as solid fuel hot water systems,
which do not seem to cause a great deal
of trouble.

While I am speaking aboui the Withers
Park area, there is another matter I
would like to mention. A quite attractive
brochure has been produced by the State
Housing Commission, giving a general
rundown on “Withers Park, Bunbury,
W.A." The brochure gives a general idea
of what is expected of people when they
move into that area. The last item on the
inside of the pamphlet is headed “Sale of
Homes." I will guote this small section,
which reads—

Pending the completion of all the
Town Planning Conditions which the
Commission undertook with the Bun-
bury Town Council it is not possible
for the Commission to sell homes to
occupiers.

QOccupiers desirous of purchasing can
lodge an application which will be
determined when legal aspects of the
Planning Conditlons are completed.

Earlier this yvear I wrote to the Minister
about this matter, and he replied saying
that it was being investigated. No
doubt the investigation will take some
time but I sincerely hope that in the very
near future many of the units in Withers
Park will be made available for purchase
by the tenants, as has been the case with
normal State Housing Commission houses.

As I understand it, at the present time
Withers Park is a large State Housing
Commission area and, being a park, it is
not subdivided. I belleve this problem
can be overcome under our existing legis-
lation dealing with strata titles and so on,
so that the people in this area will be
able to purchase their homes as individual
houses. Individual houses do not cause
any problems and they are being sold at
the present time. It is a matter of form-
ing a subdivision within that park.

I should think titles could be issued for
the terraced houses and duplex units. I
do not think it would be necessary, or
perhaps even wise, to give strata titles in
the flat areas because those areas would
probably consist of staging accommodation
for people who want to get a roof over
their heads temporarily and eventually
buy a block of land in the town on which
to build a house, or huy a spec-built
house or a house that is on the market,
or for transient people who are in the
town for a certain time while their jobs
continue, after which they will move on
to the next place. I hope the Minister for
Housing will hasten this matter and make
it possible for tenants to purchase their
homes if they so desire.

For some considerable time people in
the Withers Park area have been looking
forward to the time when they will have
a shopping centre. The nearest shopping
centre at the present time is three and
a half to four miles away. If Dad has
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gone to work in the car and Mother is
left at home to look afier the children,
it is not easy for her to catch a bus
because buses are rather infrequent in that
area and it would take several hours to
travel in and out by bus to visit
the commercial centre. I hope this
matter will be speeded up and tenders or
proposals will be called for in relation to
the development of a shopping site. The
slte is already available and it is a matter
of obtaining proposals and sorting out
which proposal will give these people the
best opporiunity to shop on foot, as it
were, in order to save congestion in the
town areg.

Last year I spoke about & matter on
which at the time I thought I was
achieving some degree of sueccess. I
do not specifically blame the new
Government for the matter I am about
to mention, although perhaps some
people are not quite so much aware of
the situation as were the Ministers con-
cerned in the previous Government. I
refer to what is called, in Bunbury, the
Leschenauli Lady, which is a vintage train.
The Minister for Tourisn has heard a
great deal about this matter in the last
couple of months. The Minister for Rail-
ways has also heard something about it,
and a letter has heen sent to the Premier
as well.

As I explained to the House last year,
this vintage train came about through the
efforts of a very enthusiastic gentieman
by the name of George Baxter, who
happens to be the manager of the tourist
bureau in Bunbury. Mr Baxter deparied
yesterday on a tour of the Eastern States,
a trip which he won for being the best
and most enthusiastic tourist manager in
the whole of Australia. This he c¢er-
tainly is, even to the sideburns and
whiskers which he grew some time ago
because, as a member of the Historical
Society, he played the part of Lord Forrest
on one occasion. Everyone thought Baxter
looked very presentable with sideburns,
moustache, and the works, s0 he retained
them as a gimmick. He is the man who
has been behind the establishment of this
vintage train, which has proved very
popular with local people, people from
overseas and from the Eastern States, and
with Ministers in the previous Government.
Up to date, it has not proved to be very
popular with the present Ministers but I
hope this evening to ¢onvince some of them
that it is a good move.

The local group, comprising the tourist
bureau, the Bunbury Town Council, and
myself, is very appreciative of the support
given to this project by all conecerned in
the Railways Department, from the com-
missioner down to the local people who
inspect the locomotives in the Bunbury
yards. The Railways Department has been
very co-operative.

From the 3rd March, 1968, when this
train was initiated, to the 25th July, this
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year, the train had made 35 trips. It had
carried 5,668 passengers, and an amount
of $6,824 had been paid to the Western
Australian Government Railways for the
hire of the locomotive and coaches and for
the wherewithal to run the train, The
local people have spent $1,000 in restoring
the coaches, this being the $1,000 profit
that has been made from the 35 trips. As
an economic set-up, it is virtually payving
for itself.

The loecal volunteers have spent more
than 2,000 man-hours on the restoration
of these coaches. They have done a ter-
rific job. There are six coaches which
have been painted in their original livery
colours, and they look quite smart. A
previous Commissioner for Railways (Mr.
Horrigan), once made the comment that
it did the Railways Department very proud
to have these old coaches in such good
shape, although he was not so sure what
they were like to ride in. Having ridden
in one myself, I helieve they are quite safe,
although sometimes one wonders whether
they have the old square wheels that used
to be on the W.AG.R. coaches. They rattle
a bit. However, as a gimmick, people like
to ride in something that is old, whether or
not it is rough.

The numbers of the two locomotives are
G123 and G.233. Locomotive number
G.123 is now ready for reboilering, and
it will not be long before G.233 is in the
same condition—it has about 90 operative
days left, depending on how it is used. If
it is used for hauling the vintage train,
it could be two and a half years before it
has to be repaired; if it is used for general
railway work around Bunbury, as in the
past, it will require reboilering in much
less than two and a half years.

The vintage train haes come about
through the enthusiasm of the 1o¢al people
inh their desire to have something of an
historical nature, something that is useful
and enjoyable for the public, and some-
thing that is a tourist attraction to
Bunbury and to Western Australia. If we
can keep this train going, I believe that
within the next 10 years people will be
queueing up for trips on it because there
will not he another steam locomotive left
in Western Australia owing to the dieselis-
ation of the railways. A vintage train
is a great novelty, as has been proved in
the Eastern States and in other parts of
the world.

A problem has arisen in connection with
the major maintenance of the locomotives.
One of the locomotives is due for rehoiler-
ing now, and the other one will need re-
boilering in the near future. I think it is
fair to ask the community to pay some-
thineg towards restoring the coaches and
doing the necessary work to make them
useful, but I think it is drawing a long bow
to ask the local community to raise $6,000
to rehoiler a locomotive which will be of
some benefit to the whole State.
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I have asked the Minister for Tourism
whether he will provide a subsidy from the
Tourist Development Authority. He has
replied that owing to shortage of funds he
is sorry that he cannot help us. I have
written to the Minister for Rallways and
asked whether the Rallways Department
¢an help us in the reboilering of the
locomotives, or at least one of them, and
the answer was that this was a problem
for the local community.

We understood from the start that this
would probably be the situation but we
worked on the basis that at least we
could try the Railways Department, and
if that deparitment was good enough to
come forward with a few bucks to help us
we would accept them, As I said before,
the Rallways Department has been very
co-operative in this matter. However, as
this train has a great tourist potential
for Western Australia, I believe it is a
little rough when the Minister for Tourism
says, “We are short of funds,” and does
not make an alternative offer.

I now put an alternative offer to the
Minister for Tourism. If he cannot come
forward with the $6,000 required to re-
hoiler the locomotive, will he give the
local people a subsidy of $2 for every
$1 raised locally? If he cannot come at
that, will he come down the scale and
subsidise us dollar for dollar?

There is so much feeling about this
matter in Bunbury at the present time
that the tourist bureau is calling a meet-
ing on the 14th August, with the mayor
in the chair. The sole purpose of the
meeting is to discuss the raising of funds
to carry out the necessary maintenance on
the locomotive. The Deputy Leader of the
QOpposition suggested we might take the
hat around on the 16th September. I do
not know what is the significance of the
16th September; perhaps it is something
about 8 salary rise. We might try it.

The local people are trying to raise some
extra funds in the hope that the Minister
for Tourism will give them a subsidy to
enable the reboilering job to be done. I
hope the Minister will agree to do this,
preferably on the basis of a subsidy of
$2 for every $1 raised locally. If not,
he might consider going half way and
gm;fiding a subsidy on a dollar-for-dollar

asis.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. WILLIAMS: Before tea I was
putting & case for some assistance from
the Tourist Development Authority,
through the Minister for Tourism, for the
Leschenault Lady—a vintage train at
Bunbury. If the Minister for Tourism
feels that he can do nothing directly under
his portfolio or, subsequently, through the
Tourist Development Authority, T would
point out to him that I was speaking to
the Director of the Museum today and he
sald he saw no reason why this train
could not be covered by the Museum Act,
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because the locomotive itself 1s a museum
plece and will become even more so0 &S
time goes by. As I sald earlier in my
speech; as steam is gradually phased out
this will virtually be the only G-class
steam locomotive running on the 3 ft. 6 in.
gauge,

The locomotive in question and its
coaches have gained world-wide publicity
over the past three years. Indeed, the
three top men in tourism—Graham
Tucker, Director of the Australian National
Travel Association, Mr. Basil Atkinson,
Manager of the Australian Tourist Com-
mission, and Harry E. Mercer, Publicity
Manager for North America of the Aus-
tralian Tourist Commission—all consider
this to be an excellent tourist attraction
which coutd lift Bunbury and the State
to something above the ordinary in the way
of tourist development.

That is what these gentlemen think of
this locomotive and its coaches; they con-
sider the train will be an asset to tourism
in Western Australia, and, of course, to
tourism in the south-west.

Recently the Minister for Tourism re-
plied to a question I asked about the cost
of setting up a karri log on the side of
Eyre Highway, He sald the Tourist
Development Authority was prepared fo
support this project to a maximum of
$1,333. If the Tourist Development
Authority can support the placing of such
a log on the side of Eyre Higchway surely
it is not too much to seek lts assistance
for the restoration of the locomotive to
which I have referred. The only cost
involved will be that concerned with the
major maintenance of the locomotive; it
is not something that will be asked for
vear after year, because this particular
train is self-supporting, including the
operating costs and the costs that have
to be paid to the railways.

It is, as I have said, only a matter of
meeting the immediate major maintenance
costs; and surely it is not too much to
ask that this train be subsidised to the
tune of $2 for every one raised in the
area—or even on the basis of 81 for $1—
to a maximum of $3,000 or $4,000; parii-
cularly when we are told that the Tourist
Development Authority is prepared to
advance up to $1,333 for a karri log to be
placed alongside Eyre Highway.

The train to which I refer will not sit
on the side of the road; it will be operative;
it will provide the people with fun and
will be of great advantage to the State—
it will be unique both in Western Australia
and in Australia.

The previous Premier (Sir David Brand)
in a letter to Mr. Baxter, Manager of the
Bunbury Tourist Bureau, said that the
locomotive—(3.123-—and the coaches were
to remain in Bunbury and that the loco-
motive was to be the motive power for
these coaches.
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In actua]l fact iocomotive G.123 is older
by several years than Victoria's Puffing
Billy on which that State has spent more
than $20,000 by way of housing facilities.
Our train is much older than Melbourne’'s
vintage train. Accordingly, I think $4,000
is not too much to ask of the Tourist
Development Authority.

We have heard something about broken
promises during this session of Parliament
and I would now like to hark back to a
speech I made last year while dealing with
broken promises. Actuslly I was chiding
the member for Collie and the Opposition
of the day about certain statements that
were made around 1954, 1955, and 1956.

The details to which I refer can be
found on page 1625 of Hansard of 1970.
On that page I mentioned the faci that
the Collie Mail, on the 17th June, 1954,
published an article headed, “Miners’
Delegate Board attacks Government.”
There was also a subheading which reads,
“Allegation of Broken Promises.” I men-
tioned several other points and strangely
enough the present Minister for Railways
(Mr. Bertram) interjected at one stage and
said, “Let us progress a little.” He said
this when I was referring to the dates
1954, 1955, and 1956.

It is sirange the Minister interjected at
that stage, because in the Collie Mail of
the 1st July, 1971, while addressing a
meeting convened by the Trades and
Labor Council, Mr, Coleman said he was
also concerned at—

Mr. Bertram’s failure to honour his
promise to the railway workers that
before a decision was made to transfer
anyone he would advise them.

Accordingly I find it strange and humor-
ous that the Minister for Railways should
have interjected on that occasion, particu-
larly when he is accused by one of his own
supporters of having broken one of his
own bromises.

It was interesting to see in the Go-
vernor’s Speech that the Government was
making efforts to reassure the Japanese
that they would be looked after. As we
know, the Government subsequently sent
two Ministers overseas to Japan for this
very purpose—to reassure the Japanese
that their interests in this State would be
looked after.

I was surprised to hear the Deputy Pre-
mier say on television that he could not re-
member the particular piece of propaganda,
when he was asked a question about a
certain advertisement that appeared in
The Sunday Times of the 14th February,
1965, concerning a Japanese flag flying
over Western Australia.

If the Deputy Premier leoks at The
Sunday Times of the 14th February, 1965,
he will see the Japanese flag flying over
Western Australia. In this advertisement
and under the flag is the captlon, “Iron
Ore Scandal, £175 millions of your money
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given to Japanese interests.” I wonder
whether the Deputy Premier had anything
in commeon with the person who authorised
this advertisement—this particular piece
of propaganda—because it was authorised
by F. E. Chamberilain, Trades Hall, Perth.

I do not know whether this was done
with the knowledge of the Deputy Premier,
but I now refresh his memory about the
matter and should he want a copy of this
advertisement I would certainly be glad
to lend it to him,

MR. NALDER (Katanning) (7.40 p.m.]:
It is not my intention to go over the greund
that has been traversed by other speakers.
I do, however, want to congratulate the
new members who have taken their seats
in the Parliament of Western Australia in
this year of 1971.

I trust they will have an interesting ses-
sion. I do not know whether it would be
fair for me to wish them a long and in-
teresting career, because though such a
wish might apply to some members it prob-
ably would not apply to all of them.

It would, however, be fair to say that
we frust they will have an interesting per-
iod in this House during the present session
of Parliament and that they will gain some
satisfaction from the debates and from
the work they, as membhers of Parliament,
are elected to do.

I can recall some very interesting and
humorous incidents that have taken place
in this House. I do not intend to make a
detailed reference to that aspect, but I feel
sure the new members will find that
the debates in Parliament have thelr
lighter sides, and theat this helps to break
up what could otherwise be termed mon-
otony.

Some members—and I do not criticise
them for this—have their own special in-
terests, and they concentrate on a particu-
lar line in which they are interested. They
are, of course, perfectly entitled to do this.
To those members whose interests may
sometimes differ such debates could be-
come horing. I daresay, however, that all
this is for the record and that members
are entitled to make any comments they
wish,

In the position I hold on this side of the
House there are so many things to which
I could refer but which if I did so would
take up more time than I have at my dis-
posal this evening. I do wish, however, to
concentrate on several matters which I
betieve are in the public interest. Before
doing so I want to make some com-
ment—and I think this is the right
place to make that comment—in connec-
tion with the responsibilities assoclated
with Ministers who might visit the elector-
ates of other members and also with refer-
ence to the responsibilities connected with
their meeting deputations introduced by
other political parties in this House.
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I am sorry the Premier is not in his seat
this evening, because it is he whom I am
sbout to criticise for something he did
which I consider to be a discourtesy to my-
self. I must first indicate that I have no
cause at all—and I am sure this would be
s0 with other members—to criticise the ac-
tivities of the other Ministers of the Crown
in this regard. In every instance when
travelling into my electorate these Minis-
ters have been enthusiastic to let me know
they are doing so. They have also been
quite reasonable in their approach to invi-
tations extended to them to visit areas
represented by members of the Opposition,

As a matter of fact, I think the Minister
for Agriculture went very much further
than he need have done; because he noti-
fied me that he was going to aitend a
branch meeting of the Labor Party at
Woodanilling an a particular weekend.

That did not interest me in the least. I
told the Minister that he could go to as
many branch meetings of the Labor Party
as he liked without telling me about itf,

Mr, Bickerton: You could have gone
along.

Mr. NALDER: I did not receive an invi-
tation to do so. I am not like the member
for Piibara who, in similar circumstances,
would just barge in.

Mr. Bickerton: Did not he give you an
invitation?

Mr. NALDER: No, he did not.

Mr. Bickerton: If was very remiss of him,
The next time he will send you an invita-
tion.

Mr. NALDER: That might be an in-
tersting exercise, because I might mention
that I have received quite a few letters
from that part of my electorate.

Several weeks after I had returned from
the Eastern States I was informed that
the Premier had met a deputation from
the Wagin Parents and Citizens’ Associa-
tion. I dropped a note to the Premier,
because I did not know the exact date
on which he received the deputation,
although I had a fair indication that it
was one or two days prior to my writing.
The following is the letter I wrote to
him:—

I have received information from
Wagin that you intend visiting that
centre shortly to diseuss education
matters. I have also been informed
that a deputation from the Parents
and Citizens’ Association and the
Parents and Friends® Association has
already waited on you.

I would be pleased to know if this
is correct.

I do not know whether the Premier re-
ceived the letter, but I had no indication
whatsoever that he did receive it, and
therefore I was not extended the courtesy
of being so informed. I simply had te
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wait until Parliament assembled to ask
questions in the House and I discovered
that a deputattion was received by the
Premier and Minister for Education and
that it did include representatives of the
Wagin Parents and Citizens' Association.

I think that in such circumstances the
Premier should at least have notified the
member for the distriet that the deputa-
tion was to be received. However, that
is not the complete story. I asked who
arranged the deputation and who intro-
duced it to the Minister for Education. I
found that the person who did arrange it
was the Labor candidate for the Katanning
electorate at the elections held on the
20th February, last. The latest informa-
tion available indicated that he was a
representative of the Wagin Parents and
Citizens' Association, but as far as I know
he has never been a member of that asso-
ciation and has never attended any of its
meetings.

The Minister for Education fell for an
old political trick in meeting 5 deputation
which was organised by a section of the
comnmunily interested in education, and
is highly regarded, when the member for
the district was completely unaware of
the deputation being held. I have never
heard of a similar situation oceurring
before and I hope that no other member
of this House will be placed in such a
position in the future. I also hope the
Premier will follow the example that has
been set by his fellow Ministers and at
least let the local member know when a
deputation from his district is to meet him.

Mr. Davies: Be fair; you did know it was
on.

Mr. Bickerton: That procedure has not
always been adopted. He may have over-
locked the fact that you were a private
member because you had been a Minister
for a long time.

Mr. NALDER: No, I think it is a courtesy
which the member for Pilbara himself
would expect to be shown to any local
member,

Mr. Brady: When the previous Govern-
ment was in office, quite often the lecal
member did not know when Ministers
were receiving deputations.

Mr. NALDER: As far as I can recall
they did.

Mr. Brady: You will find that 50 per
cent. of the deputations that were met
by Ministers were not introduced by the
local member.

Mr, NALDER: I make the point that
in my view it is a courtesy that should
be extended to the local member., At least
the Minister should know the area that
is being represented at the depuiation and
give the local member an opportunity ta
be present at the deputation if he so de-
sires. However, I have made my point.
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Mr. Davies: I think you knew the de-
putation was to be held because I was in
Wagin with you the day before.

Mr. NALDER.: The deputation I am re-
ferring to was held on the 12th March.

Mr, Davies: Was there not another one?

Mr. NALDER: Yes, but the situation in
regard to that one was quite all right. I
am referring to the deputation that was
held in Perth on the 12th March, three
weeks after the elections.

Mr. Davies: I am sorry; I thought it
was another one,

Mr. NALDER: I have no comment to
make on that one at zsll. I now wish to
make a few points which relate to the
agricultural industry. Firstly, T wish to
comment on a member of Parliament
using my name and criticising a situation
which has developed in Western Aus-
tralia,

Mr. McPharlin: Can you tell us where
this was said?

Mr. NALDER: I am sorry I cannot, be-
cause I would be breaching the Standing
Orders. I would refer the honourable
member o Standing Order 124 which reads
as follows:—

No Member shall allude to any de-
bate, during the current Session, in
the other House of Parliament.

So I cannot say where this debate took
place.

The SPEAKER: I thought you got
around that rather well,

Mr. NALDER: This criticism was re-
ferred to by the honourable mgmber in
question, and I consider it is wrong
for a person to stand up an_d .cntlclse
without allowing the one who is mvolvled
in the criticism at least an opportunity
to study the facts. So I take the oppor-
tunity tonight to indicate that the in-
formation that was given in this particu-
lar place at a particular time was not
correct.

I also want to give reasons why this
situation occurred. ‘This particular per-
son in offering up the criticism used my
name, suggesting that I should take phe
blame for the chaotic condition that exists
in the Midland Junction Abattoir. In
my opinion the statemeni was not clearly
expressed, because although it referred
to Midland and the abattoir, it did not
indicate directly that he was blaming me
for the situation. However, because of
a recommendation that had been made by
two organisations representing farmers
and a political organisation, and in view
of the fact that I had refused to take
any interest in the proposal that had been
submitted—that is,